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This newsletter brings you up to date with our campaign to avoid Glebe Island being 
turned back into an industrial shipping, storage and construction site.
Whatever happens on Glebe Island will have an enormous impact on everyone living 
or working in the Pyrmont area. That is why you need to be involved.

Artist’s impression of the Hanson batching plant and the MUF. Both will be permitted to operate 24/7.

The Jacksons Landing Coalition Inc (JLCI) continues to be active in opposing the industrialisation of Glebe 
Island. The current situation is as follows:

Multi-User Facility (MUF) – Port Authority of NSW (PA)
• This project involves the construction and operation of a large warehouse facility which will receive raw 

materials (e.g. sand, cement, aggregate etc) by ship for infrastructure projects. These materials will then 
be distributed by truck into the broader Sydney basin.

• The proposed MUF will be situated parallel with the waterfront on the southern side of Glebe Island.
• The PA has been able to legally self-approve this project, despite hundreds of objections.
• The JLCI actively engaged with the PA in meetings, correspondence and political lobbying, but it seems 

that the end result was a foregone conclusion.
• The PA has planned and delayed a number of start-up dates for construction of the facility. The latest 

estimate is some time later this year. Construction will take 6 months or more, so an operating facility is 
possibly still 12 months away.



• JLCI has consistently requested that the PA enable review of, and comment on, the design of the proposed 
facility, but nothing has been provided so far despite ongoing assurances from the PA that this will occur.

• One of the major objections to the project has been ship noise, particularly during the night, and also 
when ships are arriving/leaving. The PA has promised that a “Glebe Island & White Bay Port Noise Policy” 
will be available for public review and comment, which will then be put in place prior to construction of 
the facility commencing. However, the PA has missed a number of promised deadlines for making the 
draft policy available for review and comment.

• The daily operations management of the MUF will be outsourced by the PA and it is undertaking a tender 
process for an operator for the facility. They will not divulge any information about this until it is signed 
sealed and delivered.

Hanson Concrete Plant
• This project involves the construction and operation of a concrete batching plant. Their products will be 

distributed by truck to their customers.
• The proposed location of the plant will be slightly west and south of the proposed MUF on Glebe island. 

Its maximum height would match the deck level of the Anzac Bridge.
• In February 2018 Hanson requested comment on its Environmental Impact Statement, which received 

more than 200 objections.
• The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPI&E) is currently reviewing the project and has 

requested further submissions from Hanson. They have given Hanson many months to respond, with no set 
deadline as far as we know.

• JLCI has been in constant contact with DPI&E. A number of residents have met with DPI&E staff to present 
our objections to the project. Another meeting has been promised to us before the DPI&E determines this 
final recommendation for or against the Hanson development. 

• About 50 local residents took the opportunity to write and protest to Minister Stokes after this was 
requested by JLCI a few months ago.

• The DPI&E’s role is to make a positive or negative recommendation regarding the project to the 
Independent Planning Commission NSW (IPC). The IPC will then hold public meetings at which anyone 
will have an opportunity to make comments or a submission, prior to making a final determination. 

• Based on current feedback from DPI&E, its recommendation and the subsequent public meetings are still 
some months away.

• The JLCI believes that the Hanson project is definitely not a foregone conclusion and will be fighting hard 
to make sure that it does not go ahead.

What Else is Happening?
• DPI&E has recently announced details of the new “Parramatta to CBD” Metro Rail Project, which includes 

a Metro station at White Bay and a possible Metro station at Pyrmont.
• Infrastructure NSW has recently announced a number of scenarios for “Revitalising Blackwattle Bay”, 

including the new Fish Market on Pyrmont Bridge Road and a range of possible commercial/residential 
projects on the current Fish-Market site.

• The inconsistency of the above two Government initiatives and the proposed industrialisation of Glebe 
Island is staggering and nonsensical.

What’s Next?
• JLCI will review the proposed MUF designs and the proposed “Glebe Island & White Bay Port Noise Policy” 

as soon as we receive them and will endeavour to mitigate the worst of the noise policy, and to enhance 
the appearance of the MUF.

• JLCI will continue to liaise with the DPI&E regarding stopping the proposed Hanson project and prepare 
for the IPC public hearings.

• However JLCI ultimately wants to stop both the MUF and the Hanson concrete plant and will continue 
working towards this end.

• However if we are unsuccessful and both projects proceed, we will be working hard to minimise the 
disruption caused by noise pollution, air pollution, and a huge increase in heavy truck traffic in our area. 

If you are as concerned as we are about preserving our lifestyle in Pyrmont please keep in touch with JLCI 
through our website https://www.dontwasteglebeisland.com.au.
Using the “contact” page on our website, please send us your ideas and suggestions as to how we can raise 
even more awareness and gain support for our campaign.

Printing courtesy of Standen Estate Agents Pyrmont – 5 Harris St, Pyrmont.  
Chervonne Papworth 0416 209 966 & Louise Barbero 0417 212 273


